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Ironically, although wartime rape is now understood as a form of racially charged ethnic
cleansing and therefore a fundamental assault on human rights, the rights of women and
their children born of rape have remained largely a non-issue. By focusing on the expe-
riences of children born of rape and their mothers, Theidon addresses head-on a most
recent official acknowledgment of the rights of individuals affected by sexual violence,
including women, children, and children born of rape (2019 United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2467).

Drawing primarily from ethnographic research conducted with war survivors in
Peru and Colombia, as well as examples from Rwanda, Mozambique, and the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, Theidon illustrates how women and their children born
of rape are often placed at odds with one another in a competing rights framework. By
analyzing well-intended policies and the experiences of women, Theidon illuminates the
complications of providing rights to children born of rape which often require women
to disclose their past sexual trauma.

Theidon explores the myriad ways in which women and communities conceptual-
ize and treat children born of rape, dispelling generalized stigma and providing vital
nuance. She shares how women describe their rape, how they dealt with their pregnan-
cies without access to family planning services via self-induced abortions and infanti-
cide, prenatal alienation, and differential love of their children. By focusing on the lived
experiences of those impacted by wartime sexual violence, Theidon moves the register
of understanding beyond victimized women and orphans to a more agentive view.
She shows how women use their available power to protect their daughters from rape,
engage in transactional sex to feed their children, practice strategic pregnancies, and
publicly denounce harm through naming their children by the rank of those who
raped, memorializing the harm publicly. Such actions defy more linear perceptions by
serving as a “future memory,” extending the “mother’s memory both to the past and into
the future” (p. 13).

Most notably, Theidon takes on the issue of lasting intergenerational impact, beyond
historical trauma exposing how violence is carried through bodies and lands, creating
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historic sites of trauma. Without essentializing women or Indigenous peoples Theidon
explores the “interspecies entanglements that make life possible in the best and worst
times” (p. 7) within which “conception, pregnancy, and childbirth unfold” (p. 7), which
has been made toxic and dangerous from colonial capitalism and war.

While the patriarchal nationalism of wartime rape has been acknowledged, Theidon’s
in-depth analyses of inheritance rights, surnames, genetic traits, military, state, and cap-
italist structures underscore the omnipotent impacts ofmisogynywithinwhich “maternal
environments” are made (p. 35). Theidon challenges the tendency to place sole respon-
sibility of pregnancy on women and widens the lens to the forces beyond women’s con-
trol that impact their productive and reproductive labor (p. 55).

Toward the end of the text, Theidon threads these evocative themes into an in-depth
ethnographic description of her dangerous journey down the Atrato River, one of the
longest and most polluted rivers in Colombia. The interactions, conflicts, tragedies,
and caring exercised by FARC militia, leaders of the Catholic Church, villagers, and
humanitarian workers throughout her journey underscore how settler colonialism,
petrocapitalism, other extractive industries, and war have shaped the social and envi-
ronmental landscape. During the trip, Theidon comes across a baby that recently died
from a high fever and lack of access to necessary medicine. The baby’s death is evocative
of the invisibility of wounded landscapes and biocultural rights and underscores the
necessity of blending retributive and restorative justice in holding responsible parties
accountable for the rights of humans and the natural world.

Addressing the future, Theidon questions an identity-based approach, which has
led the charge in recent transitional justice efforts. According to Theidon, such an ap-
proach leaves the generic human, against which others are marked, without a relation-
ship with land, living creatures, and so on. She argues that this distinction is born of
colonialism, yet to tackle the legacies of colonialism, engagement of all is imperative.
Just as we cannot leave the responsibility of motherhood to mothers, who are impacted
by a larger realm of (in)justice, we must move beyond binaries in redressing past harms
and creating a more just future.

This book makes visible a widely hidden outcome of sexual violence and poses vital
questions of increasing importance as we continue to face assaults on women’s repro-
ductive rights and the natural environment. It would be of particular interest to those
engaged with social and environmental justice, gender, Latin American studies, and
human rights.
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