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And even more is at stake. In the hours following the public announcement of the ruling, Justice Clarence

Thomas stated that in light of the Roe v. Wade decision, the Court should also reconsider contraceptive

rights and gay rights. So much of what we hold dear is under assault. For all of us associated with GAIA, it

is not enough to rue. Time to channel the outrage into action! At our annual Conference on Gender and

International Affairs (CGIA), we will be discussing organizational strategies. #NovemberIsComing and

getting out the vote (and voting out certain politicians) will be our priority. 

Additionally, GAIA has issued a call for blog entries that highlight various facets of what this ruling will

mean in the lives of millions of people. We launch this series with an essay by Maria Paola Silva, who

offers insights into how women in Latin America have successfully organized to legalize abortion in many

countries. We can learn from how these feminists changed punitive laws and public opinion. Coming soon

are essays by Dipali Anumol, me, and others, discussing sexual violence and its legacies -- one of which is

forced maternity. 

Wishing you all the best and, as we say in Spanish, ánimo!

DIRECTOR'S NOTE
Dear friends and colleagues:

We hope this second GAIA Spotlight finds you and your loved ones well. Our

annual report is brimming with faculty and student accomplishments, giving

us much to celebrate. Among many exciting developments from this

academic year we launched the Ecologies of Justice (EcoJ) Initiative. With

funding from Tisch College, we hosted a speaker series that covered topics

ranging from ocean governance to animal slaughterhouses, from caring for

the more-than-human beings with whom we share the planet to

intersectionality and environmental justice. I do, however, write this

message the same week that the United States Supreme Court overturned

Roe v. Wade in a decision that blends misogyny, racism, and patriarchy in

equal measure to launch a concerted assault on women’s sexual and

reproductive rights. 
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In the leaked memo authored by Justice Samuel Alito, he expressed a concern with the shortage of babies for
domestic adoption. When women’s wombs are seized as incubators in the service of the state, reproductive
justice cedes to reproductive governance with chilling consequences for all women, and even more so for
women of color in the United States. The Supreme Court’s attack on sexual and reproductive rights is a public
health emergency. 

https://www.cnbc.com/2022/06/24/roe-v-wade-supreme-court-justice-thomas-says-gay-rights-rulings-open-to-be-tossed.html
https://sites.tufts.edu/gender/ecologies-of-justice/
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000180-874f-dd36-a38c-c74f98520000
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2022/05/the-alarming-implications-of-alitos-domestic-supply-of-infants-footnote.html
https://www.sistersong.net/reproductive-justice
https://doi.org/10.1080/13648470.2012.675046
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/hestat/maternal-mortality/2020/maternal-mortality-rates-2020.htm
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The U.S. Supreme Court ruling overturning Roe v. Wade is a threat to all women
and a threat to other genders whose mere identity is a target for the

conservative members of the Court. Research conducted in the U.S. and
around the globe indicates that the people who will bear the brunt of this

assault on bodily autonomy are women of color, trans people, lower-income
women, and women in rural areas where abortion services are already limited. 

 
These justices do not represent the majority of the U.S. population, who, in

survey after survey, express their conviction that women have a right to
determine their reproductive labor, and who support the right to safe

abortions, even when that right is conditioned upon the preservation of the
pregnant individual's physical and mental health, indications that the fetus has

severe abnormalities, or when the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. 
 

These justices do not represent the "right to life". Instead, they view a woman's
womb as an incubator in service of state or religious interests. For everyone

who thought this matter was settled in the law -- who voted cavalierly or did not
vote at all -- this serves as a reminder that each vote counts, and will count for

years to come. 
 

November is coming. Until then, let us raise our voices, support local abortion
funds, and give to reproductive rights organizations.

STATEMENT ON ROE V. WADE
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FACULTY & FELLOWS
Professor Kimberly Theidon is a medical anthropologist focusing on

Latin America. Her research interests include political violence,

transitional justice, humanitarian and post-conflict interventions,

gender studies, and drug policy. At The Fletcher School at Tufts

University, she is the Henry J. Leir Professor of International

Humanitarian Studies; Director, GAIA; and Co-Director, Ecologies of

Justice. She holds a PhD from the University of California at Berkeley

and MPH from the University of California School of Public Health.

Professor Dyan Mazurana is Research Director of the Feinstein

International Center, Research Professor at the Friedman School of

Nutrition Science and Policy, Research Fellow at the World Peace

Foundation, and Research Professor at The Fletcher School at Tufts

University. Her areas of focus include women's and children's rights

during armed conflict and post-conflict, serious crimes and violations

committed during armed conflict, and remedy and reparation. She holds

a PhD and MA from Clark University and MA from the University of

Wyoming.

Dr. Jelena Golubović is a 2021-2023 SSHRC Banting Postdoctoral

Fellow at The Fletcher School. She is a multidisciplinary researcher who

works on civil war, the politics of victimhood, and social legacies of

conflict, drawing on fieldwork in Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina. During

her time at Fletcher, Jelena is completing a book manuscript based on

her award-winning dissertation, Zones of Violence: Serb Women inside the
Siege of Sarajevo, as well as beginning a new project on denunciation.
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DOCTORAL CANDIDATES
Alexandra McAuliff

Lima Halima-Ahmad

Dipali Anumol

To learn more , please visit https://sites.tufts.edu/gender/current-phd-students/

Dipali's research interests include South Asia, gender, feminist activism,

legal reform for social change, and sexual and gender-based violence

(SGBV). Dipali successfully defended her dissertation prospectus in spring

2022. Her project aims to understand the relationship between feminist

advocacy, civil society, and responses to sexual violence. 

Alex's work focuses on gender, negotiations, and peacebuilding, and she is

particularly interested in the limits of women's inclusion in negotiations

absent attention to the power hierarchies that inform these processes. In

2022 Alex launched the field work for her project, titled "The Troubles

with Inclusion: Northern Ireland and Gendered Hierarchies of Peace."

Lima's research seeks to contribute to the inclusion of women's

perspectives in policy agendas, with specific emphasis on security sector

reform in Afghanistan. In 2022 Lima presented her draft dissertation

prospectus, titled "Afghan Youth, Violence and Resilience: A Mixed-

Method Study of the War-Affected Generations in Afghanistan," at

Fletcher's PhD colloquium. 
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DOCTORAL CANDIDATES

Nicholas Helldorfer Cicchinelli

Kinsey Spears

Bethany Tietjen

To learn more , please visit https://sites.tufts.edu/gender/current-phd-students/

Kinsey's work focuses on gender, security studies, and Women, Peace,

and Security. Kinsey successfully defended her dissertation prospectus

in fall 2021 and launched the fieldwork for her dissertation project,

which examines the different ways the United States Army is

implementing the United States' Strategy on Women, Peace, and

Security to identify roadblocks and entry points for success. 

Nicholas' research investigates the experiences of sexual and gender

minorities (SGM) resisting discrimination and political repression,

surviving violence and persecution, and seeking international protection

through refuge or asylum processes. In 2022 Nicholas passed his

comprehensive exams and earned PhD candidate status.

Bethany studies the links between climate change, migration, and food

security, building on her prior work examining the flows of climate

finance toward adaptation in the agriculture sector. In 2022 Bethany

successfully passed her comprehensive exams and earned PhD

candidate status. 



The GAIA program's perennially popular course
offerings continue to draw students from a wide
range of disciplinary, professional, and personal
backgrounds, and are a top curricular attraction
for students across degree programs. Nearly 1/3
of the students graduating with a Master of Arts
in Law and Diplomacy in 2022 indicated that the
ability to study gender and intersectional
analysis was among the top reasons they chose
to enroll at Fletcher.

ACADEMIC COURSES

Professor Dyan Mazurana taught D232: Gender, Culture, and Conflict
together with Professor Elizabeth Stites in fall 2021.

Cross-listed with the Friedman School of Nutrition Science and Policy, this
course examines situations of armed conflict, civilian experiences of these
crises, and their international and national humanitarian and military responses
from a gender perspective, and highlights the policy and program implications
that this perspective presents. Topics include gender analyses of current trends
in armed conflict and terrorism; links among war economies, globalization and
armed conflict; the manipulation of gender roles to fuel war and violence;
gender and livelihoods in crises; masculinities in conflict; sexual and gender-
based violence; women's rights in international humanitarian and human rights
law; and peacebuilding, with case studies are drawn from recent and current
armed conflicts worldwide. 
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ACADEMIC COURSES
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Professor Kimberly Theidon taught P214: Gender Theory and Praxis
 with the support of PhD candidate Dipali Anumol in fall 2021.

This course provides a foundation in key theories and frameworks for understanding
gender issues across disciplines. Drawing on key texts from the fields of anthropology,
philosophy, post-colonial theory, women’s and gender studies, feminist theory,
international relations, development economics, environmental studies and beyond,
students will explore the role of gender and gender relations across the spheres of social,
cultural, political, economic and religious life. The course syllabus seeks to capture the
diversity of identities and viewpoints that are reflected in theoretical conversations about
gender. While many of these debates are commonly discussed with reference to
international studies, this course will also wade into the realm of the domestic, exploring
how gender theories manifest in reproduction, labor, and peacetime relationships.
Discussions will draw out intersectional themes and invite students to reflect on how to
apply these theories and approaches to issues of race, social class, and other dimensions
of identity and privilege. 

Professor Dyan Mazurana taught D240: Children, Protection, and
Resilience in spring 2022.

Drawing upon relevant theories, concepts and frameworks, and using a thematic approach
and case studies, this class explores children and childhood, gender, violence, protection
and resilience in both development settings and humanitarian crises. Providing a deep
grounding of what constitutes a `child’, `childhood,’ child protection, children’s
international rights and resilience, this course uses gender and intersectional analyses to
explore children and nutrition; children, adversity and mental and physical health; child
labor and child slaves; children `on the streets’; children and migration, displacement and
resettlement; child brides and grooms; children and political violence; child soldiers; and
conducting research with children. 



ACADEMIC COURSES
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Professor Kimberly Theidon taught Environmental Humanities and
Global Health with the support of PhD candidate Dipali Anumol in spring 2022.

The contemporary challenges arising from global environmental change, such as climate
change, land degradation, loss of biodiversity, freshwater scarcity, toxic contamination and
energy scarcity, are important issues for scholars from not only the natural and social but
also the human sciences. Emergent transdisciplinary fields, such as the environmental
humanities and global health, reflect a growing awareness that responses to contemporary
environmental dilemmas require the collaborative work of not only diverse scientists,
medical practitioners, and engineers, but also more expansive publics, including artists,
urban and rural communities, social scientists, and legal fields. 

Environmental Humanities thus marks an effort to explore and channel the creative
synergy that is possible when scholars from the humanities, social sciences, and sciences
talk across disciplines about the environment and environmental problems. Central to the
concerns of this course are the unequal access to resources as well as the unequal
exposure to risk during a period of widening economic disparity. The readings in this
course have been selected to help us discuss questions that span the disciplines and the
globe: What does it mean to be human in a time of global environmental change? What
should environmental ethics look like? How are political, social, and economic structures—
and inequities—intertwined with ecological realities? How has our understanding of the
relationship between culture and nature shaped our conservation efforts? How do our
concepts of nature and of environmentalism need to change in response to our current
situation? Scholars in the Environmental Humanities ask and seek to answer these
questions, and to develop more equitable ecologies.

For a complete list of GAIA course offerings, please visit: 
https://sites.tufts.edu/gender/academics/courses/



Theidon, Kimberly. Legacies of War: Violence, Ecologies, and Kin.
Duke University Press, forthcoming August 2022. Available for
pre-order at https://www.dukeupress.edu/legacies-of-war
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BOOK RELEASES

Theidon, Kimberly and Dyan Mazurana, eds.
Challenging Conceptions: Children Born of

Wartime Rape and Sexual Exploitation. Oxford
University Press, forthcoming fall 2022.

 
 

Theidon, Kimberly. "Reproductive Warfare: Enforced Sterilization in
Peru" in Citizenship on the Edge: Sex/Gender/Race, Nancy J.
Hirschmann and Deborah A. Thomas, eds. University of
Pennsylvania Press. February 2022.

Anumol, Dipali (invited contributor). When This is Over:
Reflections on an Unequal Pandemic, Kandida Purnell, Amy

Cortvriend, et al, eds.  Bristol University Press, forthcoming
March 2023.



Mazurana, Dyan, Kinsey Spears, and Bridget Conley. "Famine, Gender, and
Mortality." Feinstein International Center and World Peace Foundation.
December 2021. https://sites.tufts.edu/wpf/new-occasional-paper-gender-
famine-and-mortality/ 

Spears, Kinsey, Robert Nagel, and Julia Maenza. “Culture, Gender, and Women in
the Military: Implications for International Humanitarian Law Compliance”.
Georgetown Institute for Women, Peace, and Security. 2021.
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/resource/culture-gender-and-women-in-the-
military/

Anumol, Dipali. “Caring as Research, Researching with Care.” Comparative Political
Theory. February 2022. https://brill.com/view/journals/cpt/2/1/article-
p13_003.xml

Spears, Kinsey and Emily Prey. “Why U.S.-China Relations Need a Gender
Analysis.” Newsline Institute, March 2022.
https://newlinesinstitute.org/china/why-u-s-china-relations-need-a-gender-
analysis/
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RESEARCH & PUBLICATIONS

https://sites.tufts.edu/wpf/new-occasional-paper-gender-famine-and-mortality/
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/resource/culture-gender-and-women-in-the-military/
https://brill.com/view/journals/cpt/2/1/article-p13_003.xml
https://newlinesinstitute.org/china/why-u-s-china-relations-need-a-gender-analysis/
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RESEARCH & PUBLICATIONS

Krystalli, Roxani and Philipp Schulz. “Taking Love and Care Seriously: An
Emergent Research Agenda for Remaking Worlds in the Wake of Violence.”
International Studies Review. March 2022. https://doi.org/10.1093/isr/viac003

Golubović, Jelena. “Thirty Years On: Gender Implications of a Potential Renewed
Conflict in Bosnia.” Newline Institute, April 2022.
https://newlinesinstitute.org/eurasia/thirty-years-on-gender-implications-of-a-
potential-renewed-conflict-in-bosnia/

Mazurana, Dyan, Phoebe Boyd, and Evyn Papworth. "Blue on Blue: Investigating
Sexual Abuse of Peacekeepers." International Peace Institute and World Peace
Foundation. April 2022. https://www.ipinst.org/2022/04/blue-on-blue-
investigating-sexual-abuse-of-peacekeepers

McAuliff, Alexandra. “Peace Negotiations as Gendered Sites of Power.”
International Negotiation. Forthcoming.

https://doi.org/10.1093/isr/viac003
https://newlinesinstitute.org/eurasia/thirty-years-on-gender-implications-of-a-potential-renewed-conflict-in-bosnia/
https://www.ipinst.org/2022/04/blue-on-blue-investigating-sexual-abuse-of-peacekeepers
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PROGRAMS & EVENTS

  Science Diplomacy on the High Seas (Jen Telesca)

  A Pandemic Politics of Sight (Timothy Pachirat)

  Native American Health Activism in the Pandemic Past and Present (Maria John)

  Scotch Broom, Botanical Colonialism, and the Politics of Cohabitation (Catriona Sandilands)

  On More-Than-Human Fascism (Radhika Govindrajan)

Ecologies of Justice (EcoJ) 
EcoJ was launched in summer 2021 under the leadership of co-directors Prof. Kimberly Theidon

and Dipali Anumol, with support from Tisch College. EcoJ's inaugural year was characterized by

a successful speaker series featuring a diverse slate of experts who convened the community for

discussion on a variety of timely topics, including:

Fletcher LEADS: Leadership, Equality, and Diversity
 

Now entering its sixth year, Fletcher LEADS continues to provide Fletcher students with the

competence, confidence, and leadership to make a positive impact, build careers of significance,

and balance their work endeavors and personal lives, with an emphasis on advancing the equity

of women and femmes. In 2021-2022, LEADS sponsored bystander intervention and anti-

harassment trainings, hosted its annual equitable compensation negotiation workshop, and

developed a series of anti-oppression modules to be launched in 2022-2023.

 

 

 

*After a successful five-year pilot program, LEADS is actively seeking renewed funding to enable its programs to
continue long-term. If you are interested in providing such support, please reach out to LEADS Co-Director 

Nicholas Helldorfer Cicchinelli at nicholas.helldorfer_cicchinelli@tufts.edu.
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STUDENT CONFERENCES

GAIA is proud to support student-organized

conferences at The Fletcher School, including

the fourth annual Decolonizing International

Relations (DIR) Conference in October 2021

and the seventh annual Conference on

Gender and International Affairs (CGIA) in

November 2021.

At the DIR conference, Prof. Kimberly

Theidon and Dipali Anumol served as

panelists and moderators for the panels "DIR

101" and "Decolonialism and Environmental

Activism." 

At the CGIA, Prof. Kimberly Theidon

moderated the panel "Feminist Economics

and Informal Labor Markets" and Nicholas

Helldorfer Cicchinelli moderated the panel

"Queer Perspectives in International

Relations".

https://sites.tufts.edu/decolonizeir/
https://sites.tufts.edu/genderconference/
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ADVOCACY & PRAXIS

 “Telling a Feminist IR Story: Telling Stories, Igniting Canons” (Roxani Krystalli and Dipali
Anumol)
 “Caring in and About: A Conversation on Being Raced, Gendered, or Othered in Academia”

(Dipali Anumol)
“Challenging Conceptions: Children Born of Wartime Rape and Sexual Exploitation”

(Phoebe Donnelly and Dipali Anumol)
“Revisiting Wibben’s Feminist Security Studies: A Narrative Approach” (Roxani Krystalli)
 “On Recognition in IR (Or, on Being Taken Seriously)” (Roxani Krystalli)
 “Taking Love and Care Seriously in the Study of Violence, Peace, and Justice” (Roxani
Krystalli and Dipali Anumol)
“Feminist Critical Friends and the Women, Peace, and Security Agenda: Thinking

Structurally about Feminist Change” (Alexandra McAuliff and Kinsey Spears)

“In/Civilities: Women in Diplomacy and Conflict Management” (Alexandra McAuliff)

At the International Studies Association (ISA) 2022 Conference, GAIA PhD candidates and

graduates presented on numerous panels, including: 

 

In May 2022, Prof. Kimberly Theidon was invited by the Instituto Milenia VioDemos and La

Universidad Catolica de Chile to speak about her book Legacies of War at the Conferencia Los

legados de la guerra.

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHclNHTdaQQ
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ADVOCACY & PRAXIS

 PhD candidate Dipali Anumol  was a featured speaker at the Global Voices seminar series of

the Feminist Theory and Gender Studies (FTGS) caucus of the International Studies

Association (ISA), presenting her work “Slow Violence and the Law: Feminist Activism around

Sexual Violence in India” in May 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEeU31Ip2RM 
 

Dipali was also featured in the “Breaking into the Field Series” held by the Forming the Future

Working Group of Organizations in Solidarity in May 2022 and moderated the panel “EV

Policy and Equity” at the Tufts Energy Conference in March 2022.

Prof. Dyan Mazurana and PhD graduate Dr. Phoebe Donnelly were featured as expert contributors

in a virtual policy forum held the International Peace Institute and the Elsie Initative to discuss their

report “Blue on Blue: Investigating Sexual Abuse of Peacekeepers” in April 2022.

https://www.ipinst.org/2022/04/investigating-sexual-abuse-of-peacekeepers#2
 

In April 2022, Prof. Dyan Mazurana and PhD candidate Lima Ahmad were recognized for their

instrumental role in Fletcher efforts to mobilize support for vulnerable Afghans affected by the fall

of Kabul to the Taliban. 

https://now.tufts.edu/2022/04/22/global-tufts-community-comes-rescue-afghanistan
 

Prof. Dyan Mazurana was also featured in a discussion with STOP Spillover’s Gender Action Team

to discuss why gender matters for stopping zoonotic spillovers and future pandemics in March 2022.

https://stopspillover.org/news-commentary/field-notes-blog/why-gender-matters-stopping-

spillovers-and-future-pandemics

https://www.ipinst.org/2022/04/investigating-sexual-abuse-of-peacekeepers#2
https://now.tufts.edu/2022/04/22/global-tufts-community-comes-rescue-afghanistan
https://stopspillover.org/news-commentary/field-notes-blog/why-gender-matters-stopping-spillovers-and-future-pandemics


Kinsey Spears has been named a Non-
resident Fellow with the Newsline

Institute’s Gender Policy Project, where
she will research gender and statecraft.

 

Nicholas Helldorfer Cicchinelli has been
awarded  a graduate scholarship from
the Gamma Mu Foundation to support

his research in service of vulnerable
LGBTQ+ populations.

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kimberly Theidon has been
selected to receive a Fulbright
Scholar Award for her project

“Ecologies of Justice: A River with
Rights in Colombia” and will be
affiliated with La Universidad

Javeriana for field work undertaken  
fall 2022. 

 
 
 
 
 

Dipali Anumol has been awarded a
John Anson Kittredge Fund Grant
for her dissertation fieldwork on

feminist activism in India.
 

Alex McAuliff has been named a
2022-2023 Graduate Fellow with
Harvard Law School’s Program on

Negotiation.
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AWARDS & PRIZES

Jelena Golubivc's article “To Me, You
Are Not a Serb” in Ethnicities won the ISA

Best Article Award and the BASEES
Postgraduate Article Prize. Her article
“Beyond Agency as Good” in Journal of

Refugee Studies received
the 2022 Article Prize from the

Canadian Historical Association’s 
Committee on Migration, Ethnicity, and

Transnationalism. 



GAIA students continue to awe and inspire us with their insightful, interdisciplinary work.
Showcased here are but a few of their course finales and projects.
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MA STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS

View more amazing student work in our newsletter and on the GAIA site!

Aubrey Hartnett (MALD
’23) reflects on themes of

childbirth, parenthood,
and care in “Bringing
Home an Ancestor”

 

Margo Muyres (Tufts ‘22) used an illustrated history-
mapping timeline to explore the engagement

between human and more-than-human histories in
understanding slow violence of coloniality on

intertwined social and environmental landscapes.

Gabriela Cipolla, Sarah Froehlke,

and Shivi Thakur (MALD ‘22, ‘23,

and ‘22, respectively) co-authored

the article “Reproductive Violence

Against Uyghurs as a Weapon of

Genocide in China” in the Harvard

Kennedy School’s Gender Policy

Journal.

Princess Anene-Maidoh

(MALD ‘22) authored a

moving short story

describing the legacies of

love, loss, and homeland in

the context of exploitative

development and climate

change.

Alba Loureiro (MALD ‘22)
created “Damiana Kryygi: A

Story of Defiance,” an
illustrated report and story
map of the life and death of
indigenous child Damiana

Kryygi. 

https://gpj.hkspublications.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2022/05/GPJ_2022-Edition.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ab5a1a87121f42e8afe26073885d59bb
https://mailchi.mp/47a0e0566e2d/gaia-newsletter-fall-8892049
https://sites.tufts.edu/gender/bringing-home-an-ancestor/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ab5a1a87121f42e8afe26073885d59bb
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ab5a1a87121f42e8afe26073885d59bb
https://gpj.hkspublications.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2022/05/GPJ_2022-Edition.pdf
https://sites.tufts.edu/gender/the-extinction-will-be-televised/
https://sites.tufts.edu/gender/damiana-kryygi-a-story-of-defiance/
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STAY CONNECTED WITH GAIA

Follow GAIA on Twitter

Join the GAIA newsletter mailing list

Support our students and scholarship

Visit the GAIA site 

https://twitter.com/fletchergender
https://sites.tufts.edu/gender/support/
http://eepurl.com/hzIdhD
https://sites.tufts.edu/gender/about/
https://twitter.com/fletchergender
http://eepurl.com/hzIdhD
https://sites.tufts.edu/gender/support/
https://sites.tufts.edu/gender/about/
https://sites.tufts.edu/gender/about/

