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The Summer School will be held from 23-27June 2014 at the Jordanstown campus of the University 
of Ulster, located on the north shore of Belfast Lough, Northern Ireland. The Summer School 
is a week-long residential course, consisting of a series of interactive lectures, workshops and 
roundtable discussions.  It is aimed at both postgraduate students and practitioners working in the 
field of transitional justice and human rights. 

Overview

In the past two decades increased attention to sexual violence in the context of armed conflict has 
given impetus to normative developments in international criminal law and a new Women Peace and 
Security (WPS) agenda. These developments were initially viewed by many as creating significant 
opportunities for women to place a variety of issues that concern them at the heart of peacemaking 
and peace enforcement processes. However, with the passage of multiple UNSC (UN Security 
Council) resolutions under the WPS agenda, challenges abound and confidence in the UNSC’s 
commitment to address women’s needs remains contested.  The Summer School will address the 
broad context of women’s harms in conflict and post-conflict settings, paying particular attention to 
the experiences of sexual violence.  

We address the norms, mechanisms and practices of enforcement that have developed to address 
sexual violence.  Particular attention will be directed to new mechanisms including the Gender 
Expert Roster, the UK’s Preventing Sexual Violence Initiative (PSVI), Victim and Survivor Support and 
UNSC derived National Action Plans. In addition to providing a practical and user friendly analysis 
of legal frameworks, policy tools, and new initiatives, the Summer School will delve into and explore 
critical analysis of existing mechanisms and approaches.  We will pay particular attention to the 
challenges of intersectionality, essentialism and the role of masculinities theory and practice in 
addressing pervasive sexual harm.

Summer School Faculty
TJI Speakers 
Professor Fionnuala Ní Aoláin 
Dr. Catherine O’Rourke

Prof Brandon Hamber
Dr. Khanyisela Moyo
Eilish Rooney

External Speakers
Professor Kimberly Theidon (Harvard)
Dr. Aisling Swaine (George Washington and Visiting Scholar TJI) 

Summer School Director: Professor Rory O’Connell
TJI Administrator:    Lisa Gormley
TJI Secretary:    Elaine McCoubrey



Programme Outline

Day 1: Introduction to Legal Frameworks Addressing Harm in Conflict (Law of Armed 
Conflict, Human Rights Law, R2P)

 
Day 2: Understanding the Complexity of Gendered and Sexual Harms in Conflict and Post 

Conflict Settings.

 
Day 3: Engaging and Developing Expertise to Regulate, Address, and Ameliorate Harms in 

Conflict and Post-Conflict Settings

 
Day 4: Harms Against Men and Masculinities in Conflict and Post-Conflict Settings
 

Day 5: Integrating Critical Frameworks with needs and practicalities on the ground in 
Conflict and Post-Conflict Settings.

The academic component of the summer school is also complemented by an interactive social 
programme which provides the opportunity for participants to gain greater knowledge of the conflict, 
transition and affected communities in Northern Ireland. A number of social events such as: a murals 
tour in Belfast, film screenings, interactions with local civil society actors and a Summer School 
dinner at Belfast Castle are included in the programme. 

Tour of Parliament Buildings, 
Stormont

Murals and Peace Walls Tour

Tour of Crumlin Road Gaol



Closing date for applications is 14 March 2014. The fee for the course is £600 with a reduced rate of 
£500 for non-governmental organizations, students or those self-funding.  The course fee includes 
all course materials and social programme.  The cost of accommodation from 22 – 28 June  
(6 nights, self-catering, ensuite room) is £150. 

Application forms, bursary information, travel and visa information are all available on the TJI 
website: www.transitionaljustice.ulster.ac.uk 

Contact Details
Elaine McCoubrey
Transitional Justice Institute
University of Ulster
Jordanstown
Co. Antrim BT37 0QB
Northern Ireland

Tel: +44 (0)2890 366202
Fax: +44 (0)2890 368962
Email: tjsummerschool@ulster.ac.uk 

Website: www.transitionaljustice.ulster.ac.uk

  @TJI_

  www.facebook.com/TransititionalJusticeInstitute

  Search for ‘transitional justice’

The Summer School is one of a range of research-led programmes offered by the Transitional 
Justice Institute (TJI).  Applications are now open for the following postgraduate programmes:  LLM 
Gender, Conflict and Human Rights and LLM Human Rights Law and Transitional Justice.  Further 
details are on the TJI website. 

Registration


