
Guatemalan women begin their search of justice and 
reparation for sexual slavery and rape during the armed 

conflict 
 
 
From September 24th to the 28th, fifteen Guatemalan women who are part of the Qeqchi´ 
indigenous people presented their statements before a national court, as part of a legal 
process aimed at getting justice for sexual slavery and rape used as a weapon of 
genocide and femicide during the armed conflict in Guatemala. The hearings took place 
at Court B of Higher Risk in Guatemala City. 
 
This case becomes a referent in the search for justice for the instrumentalization of 
gender violence in crimes classified as war crimes and crimes against humanity  
crimes for which there has been total impunity in Guatemala for more than 30 years. It 
also represents the struggles of many women in diverse communities, who yearn to 
break the silence and get justice for the multiple acts of gender violence during the 
armed conflict. 
 
The significance of this event is historic because it was the first time in the history of 
Guatemala and the world that women victims of rape and sexual slavery testified before 
national courts asking justice and reparations for such grave crimes. All the previous 
cases have been addressed in international courts. 
 
The women who presented their testimonies of horror are part of communities located 
in the Northern Transversal Strip of Guatemala, where strong transnational economic 
interests related to oil, mining and agrofuel crops converge. This is a region of large 
estates whose owners asked the army to settle on the farms in order to protect their 
interests during the armed conflict. Military detachments were deployed on the farms, 
functioning as centers of torture and extermination, forming a circuit. Several units were 
used as centers of recreation and rest for the troops.  
 
In that context, between 1982 and 1986, women victims in this case were enslaved, after 
their husbands --who were peasant leaders fighting for land titling were killed or 
disappeared.  The army destroyed their houses and other assets. Women were forcibly 

displaced and subjected to domestic and sexual slavery in a military detachment. This 
nightmare lasted several years. The effects on the lives of women survivors, their 
families and communities have been severe, as they have been condemned to 
stigmatization, marginalization and poverty. 
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